Effect of experimental shock conditions on the serum T4 level of rats and response of their thyroid gland to exogenous TSH.
150 min ligature of the superior (cranial) mesenteric artery (intestinal ischemia) significantly decreases serum T4 level and completely inhibits the response of the thyroid gland to exogenous TSH in rats. 300 min ligature of the hind limbs (tourniquet shock) decreases serum T4 level and the T4 response of thyroid gland to exogenous TSH in rats. The probable reasons for altered function of the thyroid gland in enteroendotoxemic shock conditions are discussed.